McMinnville women influence bmldmg concept

Community aspect is incorporated into
design of affordable green housing

By Lizansey O BrieEn
lirickseyuier@eljoCiregon. cor

Thiree MeMinnville women — all
widowed mothers of adult chil-
dren with developmental disabili-
ties = are inspiring a building
moverment. Or they're at least rais-
ing awareness of community
needs that could bed o one,

Living options are scarce for
adults with special needs, and
Patricia Smith, Patricia Britton and
another womsan who asked not o
be identified became  friends
through their efforts o build
appropriate housing for their chil-
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dren. Mow in their 60s and early
70, the women are thinking of
their own futures and, again,
found fesw existing options.

“Wee thotgght it would be good if
wi could be neighbors — mot room-
miates, but neighbors in small,
encrgy-cfficient homes,” Britton
saidl. “Like an informal assisted-liv-
ing commumity where people
would knowwhetherwe wene com-
ing or going, where people would
coane in and check on usaf thene
wis nios activity for 24 hours.”

o with the help of John Mesad,
founder of Cellar Ridge Custom
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Patnciy Britton's home
is the Krst that was
bt on & piot of fand
bought by three
MeAinmale women,
all weaowed mothers
of achat chirinen wilf
dewk.u:w]:ﬂla{
disabiities, Babhon's
first utilily bil after
she moved indo the
smal, energy-aficient
coltage was 25,
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Women: ‘50/10° homes may be built on Portland lots

Continued fom Page 1

Homes, the three women found a
property near Cozine Creek, pur-
chased it and helped Mead refine
=500 10 Houses™ - adesign concept
that, for many homebuilders,
reflects the market’s desine for
affordable preen homes,

The “S0/10° concept is to build
houses that are 50 peroent morn
efficient than those built to Ore-
gon code, at only a 10 percent pre-
mitrm. The challenge, Mead said,
15 [argeting prospective buyers,

“Part of our success as a green
huilder is getting creative in our
marketing approach,” he said,

Matt Daby, ovwner of MO Dalwy
Design, designed the Cozine Creek
homes, as well as a suite of options
for fustuene 50010 homes, The team
was inspired by the desire of the
MeMinnville women to live near
each other, and it hopes to bring a
similar sense of community to
Furture 50/ 10 projects.

“With Cozine Creek, the idea
was that we're not only paying
attention to your lot and your
house, but also 1o the spaces in
between and how they intersect,”
said Daby, whose cfforts were

also influenced by his work to
design a fuiure 35-unit commu-
nity for the MeMinnville chapter
of Hahitat for Huomanity, *You'ne
thinking about your neighbors
rather than just yoursell”

Dabw and the team from Cellar
Ridge are hoping 1o build another
“pocket neighborhood” &t Valley's
Elge, a McMinmlle development
with some exsting homes and
apartments, but 28 lots sdll for sale,

“We approached the develop-
ers and said, "Hey, we'ne not in a
position to buy these lots, but
we'll put them on contract (for
six) and market the concept,’ "
Mead said. “We agreed upon a
purchase price with them so
when we get stared we have
those lots ready to go.”

A couple of prospective home-

. buyers are in discussions to pur-

chase lots, according to Mead, but
s0 far all six are siill available. The
new  home models stant an
$225,000, and the team is exploring
options for bullding 50/10 houses
on singhe infill lots in Porland.
Britton moved into her new,
1,300-square-foot home along
Crogrine Creek about three weeks
ago, and Cellar Ridge will begin

work on Smith's house in the
coming weeks,

The double-wall construction,
heat recovery ventilators, high
imsulation levels and solar orienta-
tion ame paying off, acconding 1o
Britton, Her first utility bill was $25.

"Ohir experience is if it doesnit
exist, then see what you can do to
create it,” she said.

After struggling to find suitable
housing for their kids, the women
worked with Families United for
Independent Living, a Yamhill
County nonprofit, to build two
aparument buildings - one in
MehMinnville and one in Newberg
= for low-income, developmen-
tally disabled adulis. Both Brit-
ton's and Smith's children live
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Cear Ridge Custom
Homes complahad work
on ife home of Palricia
Britton, left, in October
and is about o begin
construction of a simiar,
neighbonng hame for
ideas: for Communiy-
onered hing hisped
ey Jofun Masd and
asigner Matt Daby
refine a concept for
afforoable green housing.

independently in the units at
Hendricks Place in McMinnville,

And now their ingenuity is
helping them plan ahead for the
realities of their own futures.

"S0 many women are left alone
and as we age we need supporl
from other women friends,” said
Smith, who has outlived two hus-
bands. “It's just part of life.”
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Fix-it crisis: Where's the money?

Activists aim to increase
awareness of well-known
problem: transportation
maintenance suffering
from dwindling gas taxes

By AnGELA WEEBER

angele webber@dicOrepon.com

Demonstrators today will line the Steel
Bridge hoping to raise awareness about its
“struciurally deficient” status and recent
cuts to the Portland Bureau of Transporta-
tion’s discretionary budget. Meanwhile, a
group from the Oregon chapter of the
American Society of Civil Engineers is

e prEpaTIng to put a plaque on the 99-vear-
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old bridge to recopnize it as an “"Imporant
piece of infrastucure.”

Both actions aim o increase awareness
of what activists perceive as a problem in
Uregon and the nation as a whole: Bridges,
roads and highway are in danger of falling
into disrepair because a maditional fund-
ing source for maintenance - the gas tax -
is failing to keep pace with demand.

A solution, however, isn't evident. A dif-
ferent funding mechanism would ke a
long time to establish, and an infrastnic-
ture funding package proposed as pan of
President Barack Obama’s jobs bill was
rejected in Congress recenthy:

The Steel Bridge is only one of several
dovwntown bridges rted either “structurally
deficient™ or “functionally obsolete™ by
infrastructure advocacy group Transpor-
tion for America. A group of union repre-

F

sentatives and emplovment advocates plan
todemonstrate at the bridge under the ban-
ner of “We Are Oregon” - an organization
that fights unemplovment and foreclosures,

*The idea is to use the bridge as a symbol
of a disconnect: We have work that needs
doing and we have unemployed people,”
We Are Oregon communications director
Angus Maguire said.

The Laborers Local 483 union will be repre-
sented at the event. The union has 300 mem-

=T L

{2

bers in PBOT, which recently announced
upcoming budget cuts of $16 million.

“Thiswill inevitably lead to a contraction
in the department and significant layvoffs
for our members,” Laborers Local 482
spokeswoman Megan Hise said. “This is
the first public event we're doing to maise
coOmMInity awareness.”

We Are Oregon is not targeting a specific
piece of legislation or even a specific
agency. Hise said the group acknowledges
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Members of
Laborers Local
483, intuding
city of Portiand
empioyees Daniel
Puha, left, and
Andy Goshorm,
sacond frovn e,
stand in SUpport
85 2 umon
representaiie
aadresses City
Couneil on
Wednesday
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that PBOT, for example, simply lacks gas
e revenue.

"We're just getting started with the ‘solu-
tions’ part of the campaign,” Hise said.
“The first step is recognizing that there’s a
problerm.”

Transportation agencies, however, have
long known that a problem exists.

“The problem at hand is that transporta-
tion (maintenance) is funded by an unsus-
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McMinnville women influence building concept

Community aspect is incorporated into
design of affordable green housing

By Lvosey O'Breen
iriclsey obrien@dicinegon.com

Three Mchirville women - all
widowed mathers of adult chil-
dren with developmental disabili-
ties — are inspiring a building
movement Or they'ne at least rais-
ing awareness of Ccommunicy
nieds that could kead 1o one.

Living options are scarce for
adults with special needs, and
Patricia Smith. Pamricis Brinon and
another woman wi asked not 1o
be identfied became friends
through their efforts o build
appropriate howsng for thes dul-

dren. Now in their 605 and early
705, the women are thinking of
their own futures and, again,
found few existing options.

"W thought it would be good if
we could be neighbors — not neom-
mates, bur nelghbors in small,
energy-efficient homes,” Britton
saidl, "Like an informal assisted-liv-
ing_ community where people
woukd knowwhether wewere com-
ing or going, where people would
come in and check on ue-f thene
wats 1o activity for 24 hours.”

50 with the help of John Mead,
founder of Cellar Ridge Custom
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Fetricis Brittor’s home
iz the first that was
ot o & pial of land
bowght by three
Mcllinrile women,
all widipwed mathers
of sault chidnen with
aevelanmental
disabiftias. Britton’s
first utility hill after
she moved into the
small, energy-aificient
cottags was 525,




